
February 3, 2003

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC  20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (USHCC) is the largest
Hispanic-led business organization with members serving nearly every community
in America.  The USHCC has a vested interest in new technologies that help
business owners reach consumers everywhere � in America and abroad.
Consequently, the USHCC considers rapid deployment of broadband technology as
critical to the continued well being of small business enterprises.

The USHCC strongly believes that development and deployment of broadband
technologies and services have been impeded by the misapplication of regulatory
structures that were designed primarily for voice telephony over copper wire
networks � not digital traffic over advanced networks.  Like wireless technology,
relatively unregulated by the government except for the allocation of spectrum,
broadband represents an entirely new competitive market.  Unlike wireless service,
however, broadband deployment is sluggish due to inconsistent regulation of
competitors that discourages investment by some and guarantees market growth for
others.  The consequence is that consumers and small business owners have fewer
choices and likely pay higher prices than necessary.  Therefore, the USHCC urges
the FCC to address broadband as a distinct market and subject broadband
competitors to the same rules.

Competition on an equal playing field with relatively little regulation worked well
in the wireless market.  The USHCC is confident that competition in the new
broadband market will yield the same positive results for consumers and small
business owners.

Kind Regards,

George Herrera
President and Chief Executive Officer


